Reconstructing
Maine’s First Ship

The pinnace

VIRGINA
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Maine’s First Ship
the VIRGINIA Project . .

... creating a fangible symbol
of America s maritime beginnings

Almost 400 years ago . a Maine vessel lounched America’s love affoir with shipbuilding

In 1607 - Shakespeare wos siill writing his plays.
- lames | had replaced Elizabeth on England’s throne,
- England, France, and Spain sought control of Morth America's Atlantic coastline.

In 1607 - At the mouth of Maine's Kennebec River, o group of hardy English setflers established o fragile
foothold on this coast, 13 years before the Pilgrims.
- Here they created the confinent's first acean going ship, @ 30-ton pinnace, calling it the MIRGI

In 1608 and 1609 - The VIRGINIA ranged Maine's coast, and voyaged across the Atlantic at least twice.

JOINUS as we recreate that excitement today by reconstructing Maine's First Ship !

In 1607 America's shipbulding heritage began atthe mouth of Maine's Kennebec River, when Endfishmen of the
Fapham Colony bult the MIRGIVA, o 30-ton pinnoce, for rade and exploration. This e vessel praved that shipuilding
was a feashle enterprise for England's distant eclorial sufposs. Since that fime thausands of wooden and sfeel ships
have folowed the WIRGINA cut of the Kennebec ond across the waters of e world

JOIN US to toke o 1 7™ century vessel into the next millennium!!









