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", .. reconstructing the pinnace VIRGINIA, built T607
by the first English settiers of Popham Beach ...
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VIRGINIA — Rigged for an Atlantic Crossing

VIRGIMIA, parhaps rgged like this draft design by Fred M. Walker, camed
Fopham seftiers back to England i 1608, A year later, she voyaged to
Jamesioen Colony in Virgima, camying ebeaen fully outhfled saldiers,
knowo a5 “proper men” (See page 2 for detasds)
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He Came! He Saw! He was Terrific!

Fred Walker, under contract 1o provide Maine's Firs! Ship with a conceptual design of the Virginia.
amived here from Great Britain for a six-gay wisit on February 1%, He was as eager to meet us and
demonstrate his work as we were to meet him, so we planned a number of events to make thal
expenEnce avalable to as many of you as possible. On Saturday, the 3, our ad hoc Technical
Commites mel at the Maine Marntime Museum for a detailed presentation of Fred's Wi concepd,
and a spirited axchange of questions and information from all those in attendance

Fred's task is not an easy one, and it has taken longer than any of us expecied. His first pronty is
histoncal accuracy in tarms of how the Vinginia might have looked and how she would have been put
together and rigged We are pleased with the hull that Fred has produced. namely a vessel slightly
lesg than 50° long with a beam of 146", The bow is blunt, rounded, and reflects the Dutch influenca
an early 177 century Thames River shipwnght like Digby would have expenenced. Hor mamn deck =
flush. with no raised quanerdeck, and her below-deck headroom s about 6. Fully koaded she will
draw aboul 6'6° with a freeboard (main deck to the watering) of just under 2 feet  Although his design
i "beamier” than expected, it fits with her ability to carry bulky trade goods, such as furs, yel does nal
rule oul reasonable speed o handling

The work remaining invalves verifying various features of her consiructon and ngging. Fred s
providing us with two ngs. The first is a fore-and-att rig with a sp mamsail and headsai (jib) far use
along the coast and inte our pnmary fivers. This is the way we have normally seen the Virpirug
podrayed, The second is a modibed "barke” sguare ng, which many peheve would have been used
when she saied over and back from England  As you can see from the draft piciured on page one,
Fred's ng has square mam and top sail on the main masd, a lateen sail on a mizzen Mast, a square
spritsail ngged undemeath a bowspnl, and two Inangular headsads ngged forward of the main mast
So don'l b sufpised with her two appearances!

Our next step is to begin the Working Design process that will adap! Fred's work to Ine way the new
Virguria will be constructed and hon she will b2 used  Your commenis arng abways most welcome

Thanks

One of the reasons thal Fred Walker's visit was successful was Fred himself, He obwously enjoyed
the chance 1o digsuss his work, and we provided nine opporundies from Portland 1o Camden tor im
io do just that  VWe would like to thank Fred for his pabence and durability, and all of you who weng
able meet and talk with him

With any succassful aperation, an active and wilhing crew has lo make i all work Grate-ful thanks 1o
those who shared in planning and mplementng Fred's schedule. Jeff Brain at the Peabody Essex
Museurn for introducing Fred io some Forl 51 George artiflacts. the New Meadows Inn for hosting ous
Board meeting with Fréd, The Modular Advantage and Sharon Drake Real Estate lor sponsoning
our receplions, Sagadahoc Preservation, Inc. for use of its impressive Winter Street Pansh House,
the Maine Maritime Museum for the use of ther Board Room for Saturday’s Tech Commitiee
meating, the Phippsburg Elementary School and Merry Chapin for the use and set-up of e
school's gymnaswm, Admiral Richard Rybacki and Alan Atkins for organazing and hosting a
conference in Porlland, and Terry Geaghan, Capt. W.J. Lewis Parker, and Jim Stevens for their

generous hospitality

Ve especially want to thank our Tech Committee attendees for their time and expertise raviewing
Fred's design and working through the many detais presented. Jay Paris, Jr., Rob Stovens, S3am &
Susan Manning, Nathan Lipfert, Ben Fuller, Alex Hadden, Don Conry, Sam Jones, Qrman
Hines. David Power, Jim Stevens, George Carhart, Will West, Roger Duncan, Jerry Fernald, Jim
Bennett, and Bruce Bickford.
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Learning is at the heart of it all ...

Maine's First Ship i& succeeding in its educational mession! Uinder the able keadersnip of John
Lunt, the Education Commattee, consistng of four teachers and a few board membars has baen busy
on a number of fronts.

Classroom unils developed by the group have already been posted on our wabsite,
www mainesfirstship org  Youngsters around the state have waorked on topics such as “Wiere Wil
\We Build the Fort? "What's for Dinner?” and “How Much Wil it (the colony) Cost™  Phippsburg fifth
graders recently showed off their use of these lessons fo thal lown's gehool board o illustrate their
mastery internet technology. Later this sprng another group of elementary school youngsters and
thair teacher will use our website in a demonsiration class before a conference of Maine school
libranans

S0 far this year we've been involved with six different school groups in actrilies rangang from ste
wisits and school presentations o curriculum development Another facel of our educational outreach
is working with teachers to help them as they meet requirements mandated by the Maine State
Learming results in their ieaching of Maine’s earty history

I you're interested in joiang any pan of thes exciting educational actvity, contac John Lunt by
e-mail mis1Emainesfirstshap org or Freeport Meddle School. 18 Kendall Lane, Freepon. ME 04032

The Fort St. George Dig — a correction, an update and a website

I the last Mewsketter, we emed by a month in announcang the dates for this year's Maine State
Museurn Field School in Archaeology at Fort 51 George, site of the Popham Colony. The correct
dates will be 26 August through 1 September and 2 -7 Seplember

After great success in finding and documenting the colony’s sloféhouse and Ralegh Gilberl's
house in. Dr. Bran says the team's task in 2001 will be searching out lour of the smalier structuras
indhcated on John Hunt's 1607 plan of the fort

If you'd Bke 1o participate m finding hands-on evidence of the Popham Colony, here's your chance!
Comact Frends of the Mamne State Museum, (207-287-2304) 83 Stale House Stabon, Augusta, ME
04333-D0B3. M you're onlne, cheeck out a new webside www pophameolony org 1o read about the
history of the colany and see pholographs of archasologscal action and artfacts dscoverad in
PIEVIOUS Years.

Maine’s First Ship Sails to Maine’s Capitol Building

©On Friday, May 187, Maine’s Firs! Ship will sad mig the Hall of Flags at Maine's Capitol
Building when the Legslature is in session. We'll have displays showing VIRGINIA'S design and
other materials about our programs 1o let lawmakers know how broadly we're involved with Maing's
schoal children and the public in representing the state's heritage.  Thanks to Representative An
Mayo, of Bath for this chance 1o tell our story first hand in this specal place.












